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ON BEHALF 
OF THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK, I THANK 
THE AVENGERS... 
AND YOU, TONY 
‘ STARK... 


ore FOR DONATING 
THE SITE OF THE 
RECENTLY DESTROYED 
AVENGERS MANSION 
TO NEW YORK CITY. 
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HOSPITALITY... 


PLOTTER/EDITOR IN-CHIEF SCRIPTER GUEST ARTIST LETTERER COLORIST 4D/TOR 
TOM BeFALCO LOUISE SIMONSON §=STEVELIGHTLE JOE ROSEN PETRASCOTESE BOB HARRAS 


X-FACTOR * Vol. 1. No. 32, Sepicmber, 1848. (IL.o1v 08946604) Published by MARVEL COMICS. 4 NEW WCT 
Michael Hobson. Group Vice-President Milton Scnittman Vice-President Production OFFICE OF PUBLICATION 
CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT NEW YORK, NY AND AT ADDITIONAL MAILING OFFICES. Published monthly Ci 
reserved Price $100 per copy inthe US and $1 25inCanada Subscription rate $12 00 for 12 issues Canada and Foreign. $14 00 Printedin the U.S.A No similarity between any 
oltne names characters. persons. and or institutions in this magazine with those of any living or dead person or institution 1s intended, and any such similarity which may exists 
Purely coincidental. This periodical may not be sold except by authorized dealers and 1s sold Subject to the conditions tnat it shall not be sold or disinbuted with any of its Cover oF 
markings removed nov ina mutiiated conditinn X-FACTOR (including all prominent characters featured in this issue). and Ihe distinctive likenesses thereo!, are trademarks of the 
MARVEL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP. INC POSTMASTER: Send address changes to SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT, 387 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEWYORK, N.Y. 10016. 


Lib LUMPANY, James t Galton, President Stan Lee, Publisher 
387 PARK AVENUE SOUTH NEWYORK.N Y. 10016 SECOND 
opyright « 1988 by Marvel Entertainment Group. Inc. All rights 


easer beings? 


THOR, YOUR COMMENTS 3 HEY, SWE- \// DOES THE BLACK 
ON THE RECENT. HOLKINHOS KNIGHT REALLY | 


EAT Ee STRONGER? LOOK LIKE HARRISON 
LEVIATHAN? YOU OR FORD BENEATH 
THE MASK? 


CANT 
HAVE YOUR 
AUTO- 
GRAPH? 


She's moved She's comi 
into the crowd! this way? 


ld your ground...¥ The crowd's 
4 and mimic the attention is on 
\ actions oF the 
x Rumans around / 


"AT CLOSE 
RANGE." 


WE 
STRENGTHENED 


BY OUR DRIVE 


TO CONQUER 

+, OUR NEED 

FOR VENGE- 
ANCE, 2 


4 FAH! THEY. 
GROW SOFT 
EN AND WEAI ‘© 
» 
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SEEN ENOUGH, 
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REMOVE 
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WE WERE, LORD ZANO. AS \/ WE HAVE THE 
ORDERED, WE_OBSERVED THE TEMPLATES 
AVENGERS UP CLOSE AND OF THEIR: 
. FROM AFAR. BEINGS. 


THEN BEGIN WE ARE THEIR 
THE TRANS- DUPLICATES... 
FORMATIONS, B THEIR EQUALS.+. 


NOT JUST IN 
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ARE STRONG AND 
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are TRULY 
EXCELLENT, 
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THE FORMS 
THAT I ASSUMED VAN- 
QUISHED HIM... AND T 
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THE BLIND 


‘TO CARRY OUT 
MY FATHER'S FINAL! 
ORDER AND RE- 
eh DEEM OUR GIRTH-| 
RIGHT! 


WE HAVE BIDED OUR 
TIME, STUDIED THE EARTH, 
MADE CERTAIN THAT WE 
HAVE EVERY ADVANTAGE. 
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THE SOUL OF V.,. .AGAINST THOR, 
MY DEAD DEFENDER OF 

FATHER CRIES EARTH,WHOM I 

OUT FOR FOUGHT IN MY 
IRST BATTLE 


+, ANC THIS HUMILIATION 
AT THOR'S HANDS LED 
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FOREVER," 


EVEN NOW, OUR 
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THIS WORLD TO 
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HE STARTED TO TRANS- 
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BODIES TRANSFORMED. 
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HIS WHERE- 


OBSCURE... 


WE WOULDN'T KNOW 
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LOOK FOR HIM IN 
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I DON'T KNOW, 
SHIP. BUT WE'RE 
SURE AS HECK 
GONNA FIND OUT! 
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BUT THIS {S DIFFERENT. 
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HEY, LEECH OLE BUDDY, 
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Dear Bob, 
| love what you guys (and gals) 
have done with X-FACTOR. The Fall 
of the Mutants is the best thing to 
happen to X-FACTOR yet. | especially 
enjoy what you have done to Warren, | mean 
Angel, | mean Death, | mean . . . whatever. 
As the Angel, | always wondered what he 
could possibly add to the team with just a 
pair of fancy wings. Now he’s just as much 
an addition to this book as anyone else, and 
| can't wait to see what will become of him. 
Please dort waste this character by leaving 
him out of the book. 

Cyclops learning that his son is still alive 
was something that | had been waiting for. 
Iceman Is great, but | wish you would take 
that power damper thing off his waist. It 
looks like the heavyweight boxing cham- 
pionship belt. The Beast is great too, but 
please don't make him too dumb. X-FAC- 
TOR doesn't need an Incredible Hulk. (I'm 
talking about the dumb green Hulk.) 

am greatly looking forward to “Inferno.” | 

can't wait to see X-Factor's reaction to 
seeing the X-Men alive, and the battle that is 
supposed to follow. | am especially looking 
forward to seeing Wolverine'’s reaction to 
seeing Jean Grey for the first time since her 
“death.” Even though Wolverine is my favor- 
ite character in the entire galaxy, please 
don't have him going hyper over seeing 
Jean. I'd rather see him marry Mariko. Be- 
sides, Cyclops and Marvel Girl deserve 
each other. 
Well, | guess I've babbled long enough, 
so until Cyclops trades in his ruby-quartz 
shades for a pair of Amber-Vision glasses, 
Make Mine Marvel. 


John Fischbach 
10812 Woody Dr.- 
Knoxville, TN 37922 


Wolvie not go hyper over seeing Jean 
again? Knowing ol’ Logan we wouldn't 
bet on that. . . not by a long shot, John. 
Dear X-People, 

You can tell when people enjoy working 
on a title. It certainly shows in your work on 
X-FACTOR. | really liked the introduction of 
Infectia in issue #29. There is no doubt that 
Infectia could be a very deadly villain, but 
you have given her an aura that is less than 
forbidding. It seems as if you have decided 
to take a light-hearted approach to yout 
stories in X-FACTOR. 

| would like to see more of Boom-Boom, 
Caliban and the other kids. | also hope that 
we can clear up the situation between Scott 
and Jean. | find the entire situation just a 
little confusing. Let's see, Scott's wife isn't 
feally dead but everyone thinks she is, 
Scott's son by Madelyne is out there some- 
where, and Scott and Jean have a daughter 
that they don't know about yet because she 
isn't born yet, except that she has been 
hanging out with the X-Men. Oh yes, one 
more thing: for all we know Jean, Madelyne 
and the Dark Phoenix could all be the same. 
person. See what | mean? It.gets a bit con- 
fusing. | think it has gone on long enough — 
how about a few answers? 

Charles Novinskie 
P.O. Box 1223 
Grand Junction, CO 81502 


BOB HARRAS: editor —DARYL EDELMAN: assistant editor 
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You're confused, Charles!? Think of 
Jean, Scott and Maddie! They're in the 
middle of this imbroglio! These poor kids 
don't know who's alive, who's dead or 
who's who from month to month. But... 
we've got a funny feeling that’s all about 
to change. 

Dear Bob, 

Whilst X-Factor may have indeed gained 
“Fame” (X-FACTOR #289) in an ironic con- 
trast to the role the X-Men were always fated 
to play, the important issues for the group 
now lie beyond their media image and 
beyond the battles that inevitably come their 
way. In the same way the X-Men used to be, 
this is a group built around its leader, Cyc- 
lops. And Scott Summers is a man torn 
apart. The triangle involving him, Maddie 
and Jean (which, | know you won't like my 
saying, was created by Jean's unnecessary 
return from death) has never been properly 
gone into by the writers and now that Maddie 
has seemingly died, Scott's guilt is, not sur- 
Prisingly, more and more unbearable. As a 
result, his relationship with Jean is near the 
breaking point, and as she's the only person 
he can confide in anyway, he has no one to 
turn to (not even his brother). His son re- 
mains missing and he seems unwilling to try 
to find him, which | find most out of character 
and indicative of a mental breakdown. 

Jean, on the other hand, is playing the 
manipulative witch, again out of character 
— maybe she is another Mastermind con- 
struct after all? Why is she trying to taunt 
him about Maddie? | suppose it's a perfectly 
human response to her feeling betrayed by 
Scott when she was thought dead, but she 
must realize it's not exactly helping the situa- 
tion, and will not leave him likely ta stay with 
her. Sooner or later, Scott will discover the 
X-Men are alive, and then he will have to 
take back his duties as husband and father, 
which he used to do so well. 

Meanwhile, Iceman is becoming more 
and more immature, maybe to make up for 
the Beast's sad decline, which someone 
(maybe Reed Richards) needs to do some- 
thing about. The Angel is probably lost 
forever. Dire straits, indeed. 

I've followed these characters for more 
than half their 25 years of existence and | 
care about them very much. The Scott/Jean/ 
Maddie thing is especially galling to watch. 
Itit's all human nature, then let it at least take 
its course to some sort of resolution, how- 
ever difficult it may be to document. Other- 
wise this conflict will do more damage than 
Apocalypse and company ever could. 

Malcolm Bourne 

87 Greenfield Gardens 
Cricklewood, London 
NW2 1HU England 


You're more right than you know, Mal- 
colm. 
Dear Bob, 

If a formula were to be mapped out for a 
solid, self-contained comic story, X-FAC- 
TOR #29 would serve as an ideal 
model. It begins by introducing the an- 
tagonist, Infectia and gives her just enough 
space to tease the reader before moving to 


the heroes. They're confronted by the secon- 
dary antagonists, the reporters and the pub- 
lic (a constant thorn in the sides of our merry 
mutants). By acceptable coincidence, a 
crisis arises; good opportunity to showcase 
the heroes in action and to familiarize new 
teaders with thelr powers. From there, 
downshift to development of the antagonist 
along with characterization and insights into’ 
the heroes. Plot threads dangling, the major 
conflict arrives. Very good fight scenes. Both 
X-Factor/Anti-Bodies and the Beast/Dark 
Horse brawls kept me on the edge of my 
seat. And then’ the climax: X-Factor wins, 
Beast loses, main antagonist gets away to 
fight another day. It's perfect. This is the sort 
of storytelling that yanked comics out of the 
(dark) Golden Age and into the respectable 
Period we're in now. 

Of coursé, there is more to “Fame” than 
formula. Infectia has the potential to become 
one of the worst/best menaces the mutants 
have ever faced, because she can create 
legions of Anti-Bodies to do her dirty work. 
As far as the heroes are concerned, Cyclops 
is acting like a jerk. He may be a competent 
leader, but how he has any friends is beyond 
me. Iceman is a good “baby of the bunch.” 
His flamboyant, often cocky behavior adds 
to the team and the mag as a whole. The 
Beast is stupid, please return him to his old 
intelligent self. Angel/Death is intriguing. 
Issue #28: was my first X-Factor comic in 
over two years so the character of Angel/ 
Death Is foreign to me, but I'm looking for- 
ward to seeing a lot more of him. And Marvel 
Girl is great. She gave the best perfor- 
mance, both in word and In deed. 

In a sense, X-FACTOR #29 had it all. All 
the chgracterization, the action and the 
great art that keeps me reading Marvel. | 
don't mean to just toss X-FACTOR in with all 
the other comics out there — it's at the top of 
the heap at this point. It's one of the better 
mags. setting the pace Instead of keeping it. 
| hope the high quality continues. 

John Yancura 
Fresno, CA 


Dear Guys, 

| cannot believe that Jean Grey can be as 
insensitive to Maddie Pryor as she was In 
issue #29. Remember, it was Scott who 
abandoned Maddie and their newborn son. 
Maddie probably assumed their relationship 
was over, So why should she seek the help 
of a man who deserted her? Her appeal to 
Scott is Dallas before she “died” was di- 
tected to Scott because he is the baby's 
father. Maddie did not even know Scott had 
tried to find her when she was attacked by 
the Marauders. 

Jean Is being especially cruel and un- 
reasonable in this issue. iceman seemed 
overly flippant this time around, too. Did Mrs. 
Simonson misplace her “character person- 
ality” key on her typewriter this month? 

Anyway, Scott doesn't deserve a lady like 
Maddie Pryor. The only real reason he mar- 
tied her in the first place was because she 
reminded him so much of Jean. A reprehen- 
sible act, and Jean just twisted the knife. 
Maddie was hardly off “adventuring” with the 


X-Men, but rather running for her life. Better 
luck next time. folks 

Alan Michael 

1241 Glorieta St. 

Albuquerque, NM 87112 

Whoa! Jean's little temper tantrum 

seems to have upset more than a few 

people. To wit . . . 


DearBob, | 

Issue #29 is definitely the last issue of 
X-FACTOR that I'll ever get — know why? 
Because X-FACTOR is mostly trash, that's 
why. From its very inception, the series has 
been nothing more than pure hype. You took 
a very confused and mixed-up character 
(Scott) from the X-Men and put him a very 
dreadful and shameful mess, one that 
shouldn't have been done in the first place 
— you should have let Jean Grey rest in 
peace. As a result, the X-MEN stories have 
become counter plots to the X-FACTOR 
stories; Rachel Summers suddenly disap- 
peared, and Madelyne Pryor-Summers was 
turned into target practice for the Maraud- 
ers 

When Louise Simonson took over, | 
thought that things would settle down. Boy, 
was | wrong. The “Mutant Massacre” cross- 
Overs were preposterous; all that carnage 
and X-Factor didn't even get to meet the 
X-Men! The soap opera plots became 
worse. In #26, Jean asks Scott an incredibly 
stupid question: “Scott ... about Maddie, 
did you love her?" Scott gives his usual bor- 
ing story-of-my-life reply, and all that takes 
place while transporting injured people to a 
hospital! The “Fall of the Mutants” further 
reaffirmed X-FACTOR'’s fatal flaw: it has lots 
of slam-bang action and good art but it has 
very little substance. 

The characterizations have also become 
most unreal. Bobby Drake, after being em-. 
Powered more than ever before degener- 
ated into an immature brat worthy of 
Roberto DaCosta. Hank McCoy was trans- 
formed into a good-looking hunk for a 
change, and eventually became a de- 
graded, dim-witted buffoon. Warren was a 
washed-up character before; now, as Death, 


he’s a powerful washed-up character. Scott 


is still a jerk (some things never change), but 
his actions have been inappropriate. In his 
T.V. speech, he said, “The good among us 
must work together.” Well, why didn't he con- 
sult with the X-Men about the things that 
have been happening? Why didn't he tell 
them about Jean's resurrection? They have 
right to know. Didn't Scott realize the nega- 
tive effect their campaign would have on 
mutants? Didn't he take into account Mad- 
die's feelings when he left her? He must 
really be dumber than | thought. 

And Jean — poor, pathetic Jean Grey. 
This resurrected Marvel Girl seems so unlike 
the one who appeared before X-MEN #101. 
“Storm was my friend,” she muses in #27. 
Well, why didn't she inform her friend that 
she was alive? But what takes the cake was 
her outburst about Maddie in #29: “Scott, 
why are you listening to that, junk .. . 
didn’t she contact you .. ' 
hypocrite, she makes me sick!" Well, Jean 
Grey makes: me sick. How dare she judge 
Madelyne, someone whom she's never met, 
without confirming the facts first. Besides, 
why did it take her all this time to reveal to 
her parents that she never died? Now who's 
the real hypocrite? Going further, she tells 
Scoft that “She's not worth ruining your life 
for ... | think she’s a monster herself, or 
maybe just a Jerk . . . or maybe she’s crazy.” 
Utter lunacy — Jean is the jerk, and for that 
she deserves to be with Scott. Never have | 
seen two jerks who completely deserved 
each other more than these two. Jean's out- 
right hatred for Maddie shows us what Jean 
is made of. No other Marvel super hero has 
spoken s0 cruelly about another character. 
She never even tries to find out about the 
agony that Maddie underwent, she just out 
and out condemns her. Is this the kind of 
example that we're supposed to follow? 
Sorry, but I'm not that stupid — I'm ditching 
this book. The only thing that took me this 
long was that | liked, the kids a lot — but 
since they're getting their own limited series, 
lll watch for that one instead. 

Lawrence Teodoro 
Philippines 


See what we mean? Next. ... 


Dear X-Changes, 

I've kept quiet for as long as | could about 
this thing between Scott and Jean, but can 
no longer do so. 

What is the problem here? | can't believe 
you guys could do this to Madelyne. Scott 
and Madelyne are married and were happy. 
Scott put his feelings for Jean to rest in the 
X-MEN and out of nowhere he's all hot and 
bothered to leave his son and wife justbe- 
cause she's back? How callous. | know | 
wouldn't want my wife to leave me because 
her first love was back, and | doubt you 
would want your husband to leave you if his 
first love wanted him. There's more involved 
than that — the commitment and love be- 
tween them. 

| shudder at what kind of message you're 
giving your readers, many of whom are chil- 
dren. It makes me feel worse to see how 
many want Scott to dump Madelyne for 
Jean. Is this what our society and comics 
have come to? 

Scott needs to sit down and evaluate what 
is meant by ‘I thee wed’, commitment. love, 
etc. 

You need to resolve this soon. Scott and 
Madelyne and son deserve their happiness. 
| believe they belong together. Jean's young; 
she'll find somebody else. 

As characters | love Scott and Madelyne. 
and as I've said, they deserve each other. 

I've been a little harsh, but | believe it is 
necessary and | believe you can see why. 
Marriage isn't a joke, nor is it to be taken 
lightly. Madelyne's still alive, she and Scott 
are still married. Teach and show readers 
how love conquers throughout all tribula- 
tions — not how easy it is to throw away .. . 
please? 

Marvelites for Madelyne unite. 

PFC Michael P. Villwock 
565 Med Co. 
Fr. Polk, LA 71459 


Alan, Lawrence, Michael... all we can 
say Is check out the ad below and stick 
around for a few more months. Trust us. 


JEAN GREY, SCOTT SUMMERS, MADELY NE PRYOR 
YOU ONLY THINK YOU KNOW THE WHOLE STORY! 


--COMING THIS FALL IN X-MEN; 
X-FACTOR AND NEW MUTANTS?! 


